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“Police should adopt a more 
civil attitude as opposed to 
their paramilitary approach 
to dealing with the public. A 
lot of addiction- driven crime 
should be treated as such.” 


“I got a ticket 
for sleeping on 
the stairs near 
the church” 


"Were always told to 
move on, but to where? 
There are no places for 


us fo be.” 
“I wish they 
would stop is ; 
criminalizing | sawp olice 
people for shove a girl into 
being poor and a wall calling her 
having nowhere a hooker” 


to sleep.” 


“Police act different ways 
with different people 
depending on how you look. 
They judge by appearances.” 


by Faul Boden 


Western Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) and 
USA-Canada Alliance of Inhabitants (USACAI) are 
calling on our members and allies throughout the United 
States and Canada to join us on April 1 for a bi-national 
day of action to protest the ongoing criminalization of 
poor and homeless people in our communities. 


We are building a movement to reclaim our communi- 
ties for all members: not just those who set the rents. In 
order to build this movement and assert our human 
rights, we must make clear the myriad of ways in which 
our community members are treated as though they are 
less than human. We must “connect the dots.” 


Over the past 30 years, neoliberal policymakers have 
substituted private gain for public good; they have 
abandoned economic and social policies that supported 
housing, education, healthcare, labor, and immigration 
programs. WRAP and USACAT are at work identifying 
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"I've seen a police 
officer knock 

out a guy cold 
before putting on 
handcuffs.” 






















and tracking such policy, legal, and funding trends in 
order to publicize their spread and their effects. This is 
not a matter of theoretical analysis: this is an 
investigation of the policies and tools by which more 
and more people have been made to suffer. 


Connecting the dots 


Three decades ago, the deregulation of financial 
industries came simultaneously with the withdrawal of 
government support for affordable housing. Just since 
1995, the United States has lost over 290,588 existing 
units of public housing and 360,000 Section 8 units, 
with another 7,107 approved for demolition/disposition 
since March of 2011. At the same time, some 2.5 
million foreclosures have taken place since 2007, an 
additional 6.9 million foreclosures have been initiated, 
and a projected 5.7 million borrowers are at risk. 
continued on page 5 .... 





























































About Street Newz: 


Last year a friend (I'll call her Brenda) 
introduced me to the Groupon 
phenomenon (Groupon.com). Brenda 
lives with fibromyalgia but, unlike my 
I low-income friends also suffering with 
this invisible but debilitating illness, 
life’s circumstances have been kind. 
Brenda is adequately housed with a 
loving partner and she earns a decent 
wage on a part time basis. Part time is 
about all that people with fibromyalgia can manage, and even then 
their functional days are unpredictable so they’re often unable to plan 
for employment, unless they find an extremely understanding and 
flexible employer. A decade ago they could get by on disability 
pensions, now they’re barely making it thanks to cost of living 
increases. Anyway ... one day Brenda gained access to a househelper 
through a Groupon discount and, while it’s difficult for her to perform 
everyday household tasks, she found it equally difficult to watch a 
Mexican scrubbing the grout in her kitchen. We talked about the 
many talented people who migrate to Canada, only to end up in such 
menial minded employment. And I learned about the Groupon 
phenomenon. 


In the economic hierarchy of poverty I’m reasonably well off, but 
like everyone else I love a bargain. Thanks to grant funders 
(currently Vancity) and reader donations I’m paid a salary of $800 a 
month for my Street Newz efforts. I’ve lived in the same apartment 
for over a decade but, as rent and food costs increase, it’s 
increasingly difficult to make ends meet. Luckily I still have some of 
the small inheritance my birth father was kind enough to bestow. I 
have no supplemental medical plan, no pension and, although I invest 
heavily in my own health, my inevitably aging body faces certain 
challenges. The most recent one — posterior vitreous detachment. 


Sounds scary, eh?! And it feels scary too. Sudden flashes of 
crescent shaped light at the edge of my right eye, and big black 
floaters disrupting my vision, sent me immediately to an optometrist. 
One of the first things the BC Liberals did was end the free annual 
eye exam for low income individuals. I’ve got glaucoma in my 
family so I made sure to see an optometrist consistently. When a 
Groupon for a free eye exam and a discount on new lenses presented 
itself, I went for it. I called the new doctor’s office, explained my 
flashing eye situation, and had an appointment the next day. 


I anticipated being treated as a poor person grabbing a deal, as 
sometimes happens in these situations. I made sure to thank the 
doctor for offering the opportunity, explaining how challenging it is 
to be low income and in need of such luxuries as eye exams. 
Without hesitation the doctor said that’s a big part of the reason 
they chose to offer the Groupon - people are walking around with 
all kinds of issues. In the past month, she said, she’d seen five 
people ... and then she talked about diabetes and blood vessels and 
stroke but I’m sorry I didn’t get the details because I was so 
focused on my own condition. She stressed the importance of 
diagnosing illnesses early so they can be remedied or managed, 
rather than waiting until it’s a hospital emergency. 


How wonderful to find healers who truly want to heal! 





It turns out that posterior vitreous detachment (PVD) is just one of 
those things that happens as we age. We’re born with a gel-like 
substance behind our eyes, and every day after that the gel begins to 
liquidate. After about 50 years the remaining gel may pull away 
from the retina. In some instances this process can damage or 
detach the retina, thankfully that wasn’t happening with me. I’m 
relieved of stress and worry, have two no-charge followup 
appointments, and new discounted lenses on the way. 


Two weeks prior to this incident, I awoke with a neck so stiff I 
couldn’t turn my head. Why, I wondered? I invest heavily in my 
own health. I eat organic and vegan, practice yoga, go regularly to a 
chiropractor, massage therapists, and acupuncture. My wonderful 
healing chiropractor remedied the situation immediately and 
explained that, as we age, the ligaments that hold everything in place 
become less pliable. Since we let everything go when we’re sleeping, 
sometimes we awaken misaligned. After one chiro adjustment the 
bulk of the pain was gone, I followed up as he suggested and also 
visited a registered massage therapist and an acupuncturist. Three 
weeks later I’m back to normal, but only because I could afford it. 


It occurs to me that this alternative or complimentary health care 
system is, essentially, privatized medicine. For whatever reason, it’s 
not part of Canada’s Great Health Care System. I haven’t cost that 
system a penny for many years, aside from the small amount I’m 
subsidized for daring to keep myself healthy. I’m eligible for 10 
subsidized visits each year, but prior to the Liberals I could access 12 
massage therapy, 12 physiotherapy, AND 12 chiropractic subsidized 
visits. Now, low income folk are offered 10 visits - COMBINED - and 
even then it’s tough for many people to come up with the unsubsidized 
amount ($20 or thereabouts), or to find practitioners who will bother 
with the necessary paperwork. I could access Canada’s Great Health 
Care System, and I might if I could find a doctor who, when presented 
with a stiff neck, would suggest a chiropractor or anything besides a 
handful of pills. I understand ‘the system’ is sometimes useful if you 
feel you need a diagnosis or any kind of medication, and sometimes 
they’ ll refer you to a specialist. But it’s near impossible to find a 
doctor who recognizes chiropractors as back experts, or will admit that 
there are competent alternative healers out there. 


And why not? Are doctors healers, or merely drug dealers? 


They say anecdotal evidence doesn’t count for much in the world of 
science and medicine, but I know someone who liberated her body 
from three different pain meds and healed her fibromyalgia pain by 
switching to a 100% raw vegan diet. I’m moving through 
menopause thanks to herbalist students, I’ve healed an old shoulder 
injury thanks to acupuncture students. I invest heavily in my body, 
including my teeth, gums, and eyes, keeping myself healthy and pain 
free so I don’t end up addicted to pain meds, or laid up in the hospital 
after some unavoidable surgery. Thanks to my Dad’s gift, I can afford 
to invest in my own health. But how many low-income people can? 
And how much, in the end, does our inability to look after ourselves 
in a preventative way cost Canada’s Great Health Care System? 


I know a few street associated people who are addicted to 
prescription meds. They’re simply unable to invest in finding the 
source of their pain. Is that really the best we can do? 


Janine founded the Street Newz in 2004 and hopes you’re feeling healthy 
enough to attend our 8th birthday party March 28th at the Solstice Cafe. 





A Letter to MLA Stephanie Cadieux 


Dear Ms. Cadieux: 


I am sure I am not the first member of the public that has brought 
the very difficult phone system you presently have for the clients 
you serve...as well as any other citizens who need to call into 
your Ministry to speak with a staff member. 


I wonder if any of your staff members have attempted to call into 
your Ministry using the 866 number made available to your clients. 


First, most of your clients are using cell phones and have a limited 
number of minutes available to them. They use cell phones 
because they are unable to afford the deposit Telus requires from 
low income people or they are without good credit ratings. 


Without question, clients cannot afford the lengthy time it takes 
to even find the correct numbers to push let alone sometimes 
figure it out. Once they find the correct number, which for me 
today was #5, to push.....I found I was being told there would be 
a ten minute wait before being connected. 


q 


aie 
EErEE 


As I am a retired employee of this Ministry, I knew enough to call 
the Regional Office in order to reach the staff member I needed to 


T EIFE T TI speak to on an important matter. “Needed” is the correct word. 


Poet Pee 
ee Eas = cea = You may well believe that if a client cannot reach someone by 
phone they only need to go to their own office or the office close 
to them. You would know many of your clients are on disability 
and are unable to often make the very long walks. Most do not 


have a bus pass because they cannot afford the measly $40.00 for 





the pass 


are unable to 

use a bus for 

other 

disability 

reasons. 

This 

Ministry has 

a phone 

policy that 

is very cruel 

and 

inconsider- 

ate towards those in our province who are the most disadvan- 
taged. Tax payers who pick up the tab for the needs of your 
clients are totally unaware of the dreadful problems that have 
been created by people developing Ministry policy who are 
completely oblivious to the legitimate needs of the clients. They 
are too far removed from your clients while sitting in their 
comfortable offices in Victoria and living their comfortable life 
styles with adequate diets, cars and no doubt far better health. 


This needs to be corrected. 
Yours sincerely, 
Stephanie McDowall, Nanaimo, B.C. 
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No Fooling, April 1st Day of Action for the Right to Exist 


by Paul Boden, continued from cover 


In those same 15 years, over 830,000 new jail and prison cells have been built, draconian 
immigration laws and eligibility screening criteria have been implemented in housing, 
healthcare, education and jobs programs, and America’s three largest residential mental health 
facilities are now all county jails (Los Angeles, Chicago, and New York). 


A New Wave of Criminalization 


1982 marked the beginning of homelessness as a “crime wave” that would consume the efforts 
of US police forces over the next three decades. Crime statistics show that across the country, 
millions were sitting, lying down, hanging out, and -- perhaps worst of all -- sleeping. To take 
one city as an example, by the end of 2011, these new crimes comprised roughly one third of 
all prosecuted offenses in San Francisco. 


We all suffer from governments that waste resources and refuse to develop real solutions to 
social problems, but the people whose survival is criminalized suffer the most. 


Over the past year, WRAP has led a survey effort with its West Coast grassroots members and 
allies in Portland, Berkeley, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, Denver, Houston and 
Worcester, MA documenting homeless people’s experiences with the criminal justice system 
for survival-related “crimes.” USACAI has helped WRAP to take this effort broader by 
reaching out to their members and surveying homeless people in cities throughout the United 
States on these issues. Survey forms are available in English and Spanish if your organization 
wants to help build on this initial effort. WRAP is now releasing preliminary results from 
discussions with over 668 people: 


78% of survey respondents reported being harassed, cited or arrested by police officers for 
sleeping outside. 75% reported the same for sitting or lying down, and 76% for loitering or 
simply “hanging out.” These were far and away the top crimes for which homeless people 
were charged. A sad corresponding fact is that only 25% of respondents believed that they 
knew of safe, legal places to sleep. In California, the public lodging law makes sleeping 
outside always illegal for homeless people. The law, by its nature, makes a large class of poor 
people inescapably criminal. 


It can feel easy to scoff at these crimes: most of the relevant laws, nationwide, are summary 
offenses (“infractions” in California; “violations” in some other states), which means that they 
can’t directly result in any jail or prison time. However, 57% of respondents reported bench 
warrants issued for their arrest as a result of these citations: that is, if they couldn’t afford to 
pay the fines that these tickets carried, or if they were unable to make court dates, then they 
became subject to arrest. 


Using the Word “We” 


Core to our success in this survey research was the active, engaged outreach of volunteers from 
nearly a dozen different organizations throughout the United States. Using an organizing 
method that WRAP members have developed and polished on the streets of cities on the West 
Coast, they were able to procure good information, and, far more importantly, begin important 
conversations within our communities about the real nature of criminalization and its impacts. 
By seeking out homeless people in the places where they really spend time and engaging our 
communities on their own terms, we were able to develop true, communal knowledge, founded 
in collective experience, and we are able to use the term “we” to talk about our communities in 
ways that isolated “experts” never can. We are organizing in a more honestly democratic way. 


What We Need 


This is not about caring for or even advocating for “those people.” This is about all of us. As 
Aboriginal leader Lilla Watson said, “If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time. 
But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.” 


The rise of repression in the United States and Canada is a war against all of us. We need all of 
us to act in this struggle for dignity, fairness and human rights. The people who pay for and 
profit from the criminalization of homeless people are the same people who benefit from our 
nations’ refusal to meet basic human needs. They are using these laws to do what invading 
armies do: they attack us at our most vulnerable flanks -- the communities of poor and 
homeless people who have been subjected to shame and blame for decades. 


The sit/lie law that Seattle passed in 1993 is nearly verbatim the same sit/lie law that San Francisco 
passed in 2010. The sit/lie law that San Francisco passed to use against homeless people is the 
same sit/lie law that the San Francisco Police Department now uses to harass Occupy protesters. 


If you are not homeless, if you are not the target now, then understand that you are next. 
Isolated and fragmented, we lose this fight. But we are no longer isolated. 


We can only win this struggle if we use our collective strengths, organizing, outreach, 
research, public education, artwork, and direct actions. We are continuing to expand our 
network of organizations and cities and we will ultimately bring down the whole oppressive 
system of policing poverty and treating poor people as 
“broken windows” to be discarded and replaced. 


We are calling for a national day of action on April Ist to raise 
awareness on this issue. We will be sending out information 
on ways to get involved in the coming weeks. Stay tuned! 


Paul Boden is the Organizing Director at the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project (WRAP.org). This article was published 

on Paul’s Blog at www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-boden and is 
reprinted with permission. 


To review similarly researched findings from Victoria, visit the 
Vancouver Island Public Interest Research Group at ViPirg.ca 
and read their new report - Safer For All: stop policing poverty 
in Victoria. Quotations on the cover page are extracted from 
these reports. Cover image from RadicalGraphics.org. 
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Gestapo Tactics at the Courthouse 
by Ajan Koie 


Beware all who enter the court house in Victoria BC 
Once the Sheriff Services personnel were aware that my friend had a medical marijuana 


license they decided to make him a target. He has been a good father to his beautiful son 
and daughter. This has entailed eleven years of civil/family court with an abusive mother. 


My friend went to a pretrial case conference last December in his latest round of 
applications attempting to protect his kids from a psychologically and emotionally 
abusive mother. As he was rounding the corner about to enter his conference he was 
detained and searched by two sheriffs. The routine search became an assault when the 
sheriff decided to show my friend who was boss and took him to the floor without provo- 
cation. My friend filed a complaint the following week and also attempted to 
substantiate his complaint by subpoenaing witnesses to the assault. The Attorney 
General of BC hired a lawyer to set aside his subpoenas making it virtually impossible to 
prove that he was assaulted. 


Two weeks later he was making copies of his 14 inch custody file at 850 Burdett Ave 
when three sheriffs crowded into the tiny vestibule and informed him it was time for his 
“routine” search. My friend had a broken arm during this encounter and he reminded the 
sheriffs of this fact. When his broken arm was twisted into the “routine” handcuffs he 
cried out in pain and was immediately arrested for “disturbing the peace.” When he was 
being escorted down to the cells he was assaulted once again and informed that they 
(Sheriffs) knew his address. 


Arriving at the basement the staff was informed that my friend would be there for a few 
hours get the LEG CHAINS. My friend immediately asked for his anxiety medication but 
was ignored despite his repeated attempts to be medicated or see a doctor. Almost two 
hours later he was put out on the street without the decency of allowing him to dress inside. 


He has since received a letter from the Sheriff Services investigator informing him that 
they (Sheriff Services) are free of any wrong doing. 


My friend is a senior citizen with no criminal record and three invisible disabilities. The 
goose stepping staff with the Sheriff Services seem to have forgotten their oath to 
comport themselves with honor or contrarily they never meant the oath when they signed 
on to the Sheriff Service. Either way we should not allow civil servants to treat citizens 
in this abhorant manner. If we allow this to happen to just one of us we invite it to 
happen to all of us! My friend is afraid to proceed with his family matter!!! Sheriff 
SHAME in Victoria. 


City Considers Repealing Bylaws 
by Mark Willson 


Speakers at March 8th city council meeting demand the repeal of bylaws that promote 
police discrimination against people who are street-involved 


A recent report from the Vancouver Island Public Interest Research Group (VIPIRG) 
demonstrates that the VicPD disproportionately stops, harasses, tickets and arrests people 
who appear to be homeless. These discriminatory actions are promoted by City bylaws 
that criminalize poverty and individuals who use public space to meet everyday needs. 


Thirty or so individuals concerned about these policing practices spoke to city hall 
[March 8th], demanding the city take immediate action to end discrimination against the 
street community by repealing bylaws that specifically target people living in poverty. 
“City bylaws, particularly what’s known as the ‘chattel’ bylaw, allow police to steal the 
belongings of people living in extreme poverty, sometimes simply because a person has 
put their backpack down and isn’t directly holding onto it,” said Mark Willson, Research 
Coordinator at the Vancouver Island Public Interest Research Group. “This often leads to 
people needlessly losing their ID and personal belongings, or having to pay $40 or more 
to get these items back. The city can show a commitment to ending these discriminatory 
practices by repealing a bylaw that has no useful function and that is frequently abused 
by police enforcement.” 


VIPIRG sees the repeal of this bylaw as a first step in a longer-term commitment by city council 
to take action to end discrimination against people living in extreme poverty in Victoria. 


Mark Willson is VIPIRG’s Research Coordinator, and can be reached via www.vipirg.ca. 


editor’s note: City 
Councillor Ben Isitt 
advises that he has 
forwarded two motions for 
consideration by council: 


1. Notice of Motion: 
Chattels Bylaw 


Be it resolved that Council 
direct staff to report on 
options for the repeal and 
amendment of the Streets 
and Traffic (Chattels) 
Bylaw. 


2. Notice of Motion: 
Temporary Tenting Area 





Be it resolved that Council 

direct staff to schedule a workshop with police, bylaw enforcement officers and 
representatives of the street community to discuss the possibility of establishing a 
temporary, regulated tenting area. 
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Street Newz: Behind the Scenes 


Kayla Pepper is a fourth year creative writing and women’s studies student at UVic. She’s been 
studying the impact of Street Newzas part of a community-based feminist research project. She 
was drawn to Street Newz because it demonstrates the power of alternative media and how it can 
combat poverty and advocate for social change. Kayla spoke with some of the Street Newz vendors 


and writers, and gifted us her findings. 


When John retired he turned to 
Street Newz for something to do 
to fill up his days. That was 
seven years ago. The paper was 
founded in April 2004 and John 
got involved in August. 


“Tt has nothing to do with money. 
You’ll never get rich in this job. 
It’s something to do every day. At 
that time I was getting my work 
pension and it kept me moving. It’s 
a job where if I made money, fine, 
or if I didn’t make money, fine.” 


John can be found at his “office” 
outside the Bay Centre on Douglas 
Street. He picked the spot and is 
“like a statue [there] now.” 


“A person is lost without 
something to do the next day. 
You always meet somebody, you 


talk to somebody every day. If I 
didn’t do this I’d probably be 
sitting at home watching TV.” 


Not only does John vend the 
newspaper, he also distributes it. 
When the papers are ready, he 
notifies the vendors, collects the 
money and ensures everyone has 
the newspapers they need. Some 
vendors even come to his place 
to pick up papers. He’s been a 
distributor for five years. 


Being a distributor is another 
excuse for John to be downtown 
every day. “It’s automatic for me, 
I have to go downtown for a 
couple hours.” 


John says that he doesn’t have 
many bad days. When the 
weather is blustery and cold, he 
doesn’t call that a bad day, it’s 
“just nature.” 


“When it’s nice you’re out here, 
when it’s not, you’re not.” 
People are generally friendly to 
him and he appreciates having 
accumulated friends and steady 
customers through his 
involvement with Street Newz 
over the years. 


“It definitely helps people. There 
are some people who depend on 
Street Newz and selling it. Then 
there’s people like me and it keeps 
me going, keeps me mobile.” 


Shirley 
Davidson 


Street Newz gives Shirley 

Davidson a reason to socialize 

with the friendly community 

around the James Bay Thrifty’s. 

Shirley started selling the paper 

at the Market on Yates; but 

when Marlene, the vendor at 

the James Bay location passed 

away, Shirley inherited the location five years ago. 


“I’m an outgoing person and I love being outside and talking 
to people,” says Shirley. “Especially the elderly people. 
They’re just wonderful people.” 


An acquaintance of hers introduced her to the paper as a way 
to make “a little extra cash.” 


“I thought he was joking around until he actually showed me a 
copy of the Street Newz and I just about fell over,” she laughs. 


She’s been vending the paper off-and-on for the last seven 
years and has seen many people come and go. She’s also 
seen the transformation of the local Thrifty Foods where she 
gets along well with store management. 


Shirley says the paper has really helped her out. She 
particularly likes how “with the Street Newz you can do it 
when you want and you can pick your own hours.” On average 
Shirley sells the paper six hours a day, six days a week. 


“In a lot of ways, it helps me buy dinner every day. It’s really 
good because instead of having to wait a full month for your 
disability cheque I have this and it’s great.” 


If she wasn’t selling Street Newz, Shirley says she’d probably 
be working in a hotel as a chambermaid because she enjoys 
the work. Unfortunately, her hands and eye sight have 
tampered her ability to do so. When she has free time, she 
enjoys playing on her computer, reading, singing, solving 
jigsaw puzzles and taking care of her husband. 


“It helps put a little change in your pocket to help you get 
through the day. For me at one point I was panhandling. I had 
done it for six years,” she says. “When I found Street Newz it 
took me from people looking down on me, to people looking 
up at me instead. Let me tell you, it’s a wonderful feeling, it 
really is.” 


Richard 
Gerrand 


Richard can often be found 
smiling on the bench outside the 
Bay Centre on Douglas Street. 
With the help of John, another 
vendor in that location, Richard 
first got involved with the Street 
Newz in October 2007. 


His favourite part of working for Street Newz is “selling the 
newspapers” to people passing by the busy downtown location. 


“The paper helps people. It helps people who buy the papers. 
It has helped me a lot,” says Richard. 


The paper helps him “by collecting money and then going 
shopping and stuff like that. Buying fruit,” he says. He sells 
it primarily for the extra money. 


When asked about what he’d be doing if he wasn’t selling 
Street Newz Richard responds “I don’t know. Well, actually, 
I’m going to a program, so I’m looking for a job at the same 
time.” 


His only suggestion would be for vendors to wear brightly 
coloured vests so that more people could recognize them on 
the street. 


by Kayla Pepper 





Nancy Raycroft 
(cyann ray) 


Nancy Raycroft has been writing for Street Newz 
for seven years and says the paper “has been 
consistently great. Sharp and informative.” 


When editor and founder, Janine Bandcroft, 

visited Open Door (now Our Space) to inform 

people about starting a street paper, Nancy was 

quick to get involved. Even then she already had 

a reputation of writing letters to the editors of the Times Colonist and Monday 
Magazine. 


For Street Newz she likes “to write about poverty, bad drivers, prohibition, dogs 
and bikes and cycling. I’m a cycling advocate and a dog advocate. That’s the 
general theme. I like to write pretty much whatever I want and know that a lot of 
people are reading it. It’s gratifying for a writer to know people are reading your 
stuff and liking it.” 


Nancy adds that it makes her feel productive. “I’m not wasting my time. I’m on 
a disability pension so with pain and poverty, this is something I can do on my 
own time.” 


She’s seen the paper evolve and shrink in size, but credits Janine for not 
succumbing to corporate sponsorship. The smaller paper has forced Nancy to 
refine her craft and become more concise. “But as far as Street Newz goes, 
there’s not much censorship,” she says. 


Nancy came to Victoria from Toronto 22 years ago. She also delivers the paper 
by bike to subscribers around the city. 


“The thing that stands out to me is that the people who subscribe to it are not the 
type of people I thought would be subscribing to the paper. Well, not all, but most 
of them live in expensive neighbourhoods and I’ve wrongly made the assumption 
that most of those people are conservative and not very sympathetic towards the 
poor or issues of the poor, but I couldn’t be more wrong.” 


She praises her relationship with Janine who gives her great feedback and let’s 
her know when to “pull in the reins.” Nancy’s writing style is inspired by an 
English teacher who once told her to write with ‘more light, less heat.’ “I 
thought that was a fabulous metaphor,” she laughs. “I’ve been known to write 
heated words that weren’t that bright.” 


While she can’t speak for how the paper has impacted people who buy it, she 
says “the vendors, the writers, myself, they’re all much happier and more 
fulfilled. You know, they’re doing something. You know, I’m a writer. I’ve 
always been a writer but now I can say I write for an award-winning paper.” 


Rose Henry Kym Hothead 


Street Newz helped prominent local “I’m an artist, I’ve done art all my 
activist Rose Henry refine her writing life,” says Kym Hothead, the writer 
skills and communicate her ideas for behind the column “Ask Hothead.” 
social change to a larger audience. “Pye had a lot of people tell me I 
should write, but because of 
self-esteem and busyness in life I 
never tried. But, now I’m a proud 
writer for Street Newz,” says Kym. 


“We have to build a community from 
the grassroots up and it cannot be just 
yours, mine and their issues, it’s all of 
our issues. A part of my writing about 
social change is delivering the solutions 
about building a community that is 
justice for all, not just us.” 


Kym has had over 20 years of 
frontline activist experience and has 
been involved with the production of 
Taking the Fall, a documentary 
project for Transform Homelessness 
Advocacy Watch. 


“Being an activist as long as I’ve 
been, I always have my eyes open. 
I'd be out there at five in the morning 
seeing how people are being treated 
when we’re still asleep.” 


He heard about Street Newz by 
attending meetings for the Committee 
to End Homelessness. Two and half 
years ago, Kym was inspired to 
become more involved with the 
action around Bear Mountain and the 
continued on pg 5 


Rose has been a writer and vendor for 
Street Newz for several years. She sees 
herself as a trailblazer talking about 
urban Aboriginal issues having the 
perspective of being First Nations from 
Coast Salish Territory. 


“T ve gone all over the world, literally, 
and shared my story about how I see 
the world because being an Aboriginal 
person with the Street Newz and being a 
woman on top of that. Becoming a 
writer and seller in my mid-40s was 
like a Pandora’s box, a whole new 
avenue to say ‘hey, we have to make 


999 


some changes’. 





continued on pg 5 
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Street Newz: Behind the Scenes .... continued from page 4 


Rose Henry 


Rose represented Victoria 
Street Newz at the North 
America Street News Confer- 
ence in Chicago in 2010 and 
at the International Street 
Newspaper Conference in 
Glasgow, Scotland in 2011. 
For those trips she “raised 
the money with the help of 
the Street Newz and the local 
community.” 


She describes Street Newz as 
a kind of “underground 
railway of telling our story. 
We are building a community 
and we are shaping the future 
without being corporate.” 


Rose has a “rich history with 
the street community” as an 
ex-street person herself, 
advocate and being involved 
with initiatives such as the 
late Victoria Street 
Community Association 
which created the predecessor 
to Street Newz, Red Zone. 


“T ve faced a lot of obstacles. 
Classism is a big word for me 
because under that classism 
comes the judgements and 
racism. Everyone is quick to 
discredit me. I have to face 
that. When I’m selling the 
Street Newz I say yes, P m 
doing a vending service by 
selling a great paper, that is 
making a new type of 
community and social change.” 


Rose sells her papers on 
Government Street because 
she enjoys the number of 
transient people passing by 
from many different places. 
At her spot, she’s “happy to 
go meet people” and gets 
along well with shop owners. 
She’s even held people’s 
dogs when they go into stores 
and flagged cabs. 


“I want to educate people 
that not everyone who sells 
the Street Newz is homeless. 
Not everybody that is out 
there selling the papers is a 
drug addict. I want to really 
break the mould and educate 
people about the power of 
being a vendor. The power of 
buying local. Their role as a 
purchaser is just as critical as 
the role of a writer, a vendor, 
or an editor. That equality is 
what makes the Street Newz 
such a great venue for 
making positive change.” 





racism lives 


by Rose Henry 


The following statement was taken from the Report of the World 
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance Durban, 2001 


The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimina- 
tion is observed annually on 21 March. On this day, in 1960, 
police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstra- 
tion in Sharpeville, South Africa. These people were taking 
action against the apartheid “pass laws.” 


Proclaiming the Day in 1966, the General Assembly called on 
the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate 
all forms of racial discrimination (resolution 2142 (XXI)). 


Since then, the apartheid system in South Africa has been 
dismantled. Racist laws and practices have been abolished in 
many countries, and we have built an international framework 
for fighting racism, guided by the International Convention on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The Convention is 
now nearing universal ratification, yet still, in all regions, too 
many individuals, communities and societies suffer from the 
injustice and stigma that racism brings. 


The first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
affirms that “all human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights.” The International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination reminds us of our collective 
responsibility for promoting and protecting this ideal. 
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I had the honor of attending the United Nations International 
conference in Durban, South Africa 2011, to hear first hand the 
“Report of the World Conference against Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance.” 


I attended this conference with another indigenous woman 
named Harinder. We both are women of a visible minority and 
active community members of the Vancouver Island Human 
Rights Coalition (VIHRC). Harinder a professional social 
worker and I am just an everyday First Nation womyn. Harinder 
was born in Hong Kong to Indian parents. I am a First Nations 
person from the Coast Salish Territory and definitely well 
informed about poverty and racism on multiple fronts. First as a 
child born into First Nations community who are still suffering 
with the after math of colonization, World War I and two, 
residential school and massive numbers of child apprehensions. 


Both Harinder and I have a deep understanding of discrimination 
based on skin color and gender. But yet we differ on our 
education because she grew up in her community but millions of 
Turtle Island’s First Nations were not granted this privilege and 
have suffered with the consequence because of lack of 
community nurturing and understanding. 


So for Canada’s original custodians of the land we continue to 
suffer with discrimination because of our skin color. Everything 
about our existence has been affected to this day. I can give you 
hundreds of first hand experiences from here in Victoria. Things 
like when we go into a store and we want buy a set of steak 
knives and the cashier says “you can just wait Tonto” while 
there is only two of you in the store or when people in their 
seventies come up to you and start stroking your hair and tell 
you that seeing you in braids reminds them of their early 
childhood or they want to know if your hair is naturally long. 


Then the only work you can get is a labourer job because your 
educational funding has been cut because you are a status Indian 
living off of reserve, because there is no more land for you to 
live on in your home community and the band council still 
collects money for you but it is not enough for all the members 
because the federal government tells the band council they have 
to take the money or get less the following year. 


Then there is all of our relatives who are currently incarcerated 
in various institutions such as jails, hospitals or living out on the 
streets. This does not even count all the thousands of missing 
and murdered First Nations who are dying at abnormally higher 
rates than any other nationality at the hands of the majority. It is 
hard for us to get the rest of society to help stop our brothers 
and sisters from being killed because the rest of society has not 
been told the truth about our country’s history. 


continued pg 6 


2010 No Olympics On Stolen 
Native Land movement. 


With Kym’s own poverty, 
Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, Fibromyalgia and 
Chronic Fatigue worsening 
he also noticed “the 
community getting worse in 
the city.” But “after going to 
the Committee meetings, 
[he] felt moved to get 
involved as an artist.” 


“It fed me energy,” says 
Kym.” I started writing, 
because we’re not being 
represented at all. The 
media is backing right wing, 
neo-conservatives.” 


“T got involved with Street 
Newz because I felt like I had 
to be out there more. I’ve 
always worked behind the 
scenes, more feminist based, 
representational politics and 
working to bring other 
people forward to speak.” 


The column Ask Hothead 
came out of Kym’s 
experience being asked his 
opinions by so many 
people. He’d share those 
opinions freely because he 
“can’t edit in [his] head.” 
However, he is conscious to 
avoid writing about 
victimization, instead 
focusing on his experiences. 


While the editor of the paper, 
Janine Bandcroft, helps edit 
the grammar in his articles, 
Kym appreciates how the 
content of his writing isn’t 
edited. He often covers 
issues about alternative 
housing and advocates “a 
complete revamp of the 
judicial system and its tie to 
the electoral system.” He’s 
also inspired by books about 
reshaping cities by keeping 
cars out of the inner city and 
creating more organic 
gardens. “It’s all connected,” 
says Kym. 


In regards to the vendors 
who sell Street Newz Kym 
says that, “the people need 
to know that the people 
doing street vending are 
probably the most positive 
people on the street because 
they have to be.” 


“T want to believe that I can 
inspire people to do what they 
want to do, to write what they 
want to write, and to jump on 
something. You know, we all 
don’t have to lead.” 





ad oni] 


Born into a culture of abuse. 
Raised out of it. Part 2. 


I believe that all current societies need to accept that 
abuse of all forms will only be nipped in the bud 
when we each look at where and how and when and 
why our power is intersecting with each other. 


We have to continue to break the silence, in each 
relationship we engage in. Not just with the 
corporate greed, not just with sell out government 
that is systemically so. We can and must move 
beyond colonial divide and rule in our lives thru 
things like prescriptions versus self-medicating, jail 
versus homes. Maybe it’s more like Harm 
Reduction is a great model for us all? 


Planted within each of us are colonial based 
interpersonal inter-social reactions to ‘difference’ 
and the inherent judgment that goes with it. Well, 
gossip kills. 


I am a survivor of child sexual abuse. I was born a 
catholic, kicked out of the church when my mom and 
the baby on way needed them most. Church and 
family abandoned us. My big sis Collette was well on 
her way at my moms wedding. Over years I would 
see how the church’s actions affected all of our lives. 
Years later after getting out of Winnipeg, a priest in 
Powerview Manitoba sexually assaulted me while on 
his lap. When I figured out what was happening, I ran 
off before he “finished.” He was freaked out, I never 
went back and my mom never made me. 


Guess that is why that type of sexual abuse by men 
of us children is common, I had a family friend’s 
father whose son was dating my mom sexually 
assault me while ‘repairing’ my bike. Got away 
even faster that time but, was too young and freaked 
out to get help. Sadly, too young to protect my 
younger sibling. 


As a young adult in AA, I went thru 9 months in a 
half way house, before that I was almost dead and in 
detox and, if it were not for a certain detox worker 
who, knowing I was HIGHLY suicidal due to the 
belief I was going to hell thanks to Fundamentalist 
Christianity, she assured me “god” was ok with me 
putting all that on the back burner, I believed her and 
also believe it is why I am here today. Her name is 
Vi Gerbrandt, we are now Facebook friends! 


In my short stint on the streets, mostly in Calgary 
age 16 and 17, I would meet and fall in love with 
Bunny. I would continue with my short stint as a 
‘BG,’ bodyguard, its what we called the person who 
watched the corner when sex trade workers worked, 
take license plates and ‘see’ the john. Street wars 
were happening and we, Bunny, Theresa, Debbie 
and I got run out of town the first night we went out. 
I got shot at (that was the second time in a year) and, 
two of us went north, Bunny went west and I am not 
sure where Debbie went. I would eventually 
hitchhike to Seattle with Bunny, only to be split up 
due to an uncle of hers, her father had pimped her 
out at 8 yrs old, she was on the run again, she got 
stopped by her uncle. She was flown back to 
Calgary, she continued on the streets, she was 16 
and old skool already, I was 17 and green as hell. 


Years later, having survived being one of the 
youngest AA members in my groups, I sobered up 
and went all radical feminist and was involved in 
women’s circles. These were predominantly 
working class lesbian feminists who were all pretty 
much older than me, as well as two women of color 
who were sisters and both younger than me. 
Matriba and Ravida, as for racism and solidarity, 
they taught me the basics for pretty much everything 
I know today in those first two years I knew them. 
That was the beginning of a journey of being Raised 
Out of Abuse. continued pg 6 


Victoria Street Newz 


local newz 


archives & more at relativenewz.ca 6 





April 2012, Volume 9 #1 


racism | Who Made Your Moccasins? 


lives 


continued from page 5 


Then there are the 
employers who refuse to 
hire FN because of their 
inability to look, dress 
and think in a linear way 
and keep putting families 
first. 


Then there are people 
who refuse to go to the 
Friendship Centre 
because there are FN 
staff there. 


First Nations are 
criminalized for living in 
poverty and are 
continuously reported as 
getting things tax free 
and all wanting to 
continue living under the 
oppressive directions of 
the oppressors’ 
government system that 
does not seem to work 
for their own people. 
“This not true..” The 
Indian act which governs 
all Indians is a main 
pillar which oppresses 
our First People. 


This is all very mucha 
part of the foundations of 
millions of Indigenous 
people in Canada and 
throughout the world and 
what we/they have to live 
with on a daily basis; 
while we/they try and 
maintain a calmness that 
will not land them in jail, 
with their other brothers 
and sisters." NOT”. 


The pendulum swings in 
all directions. Racism in 
any color or gender is 
one ism that we all can 
omit. Such statements or 
comments that are made 
on a regular basis are so 
common that a majority 
of people don’t even give 
these a second thought. 
But they do attribute to a 
building up of actions 
that do damage or build 
people’s settle oppressive 
behaviours. 


All Reds skins are stupid 
worthless chemically 
addicted drunks 

- “NOT!” 


All yellow people are 
exceptionally small and 
intelligent - “NOT!” 


All Black people sing 
gospel and blues and are 
gangsters - “NOT!” 


All white people are 
Honkies and oppressors 
- “NOT!” 


Rose Henry was born in 
what's known as Bremerton 
Washington, taken from her 
parents in Powell River, 
and then raised by a white 
middle income family in 
Coast Salish lands. 





When I was asked to attend a lecture at the First 
Nations Cultural Centre, at the University of Victoria, 
I didn’t hesitate to say “yes.” The lecture is part of a 
discussion of First Nations issues featured this second 
week in March. 


Glen Couthard, a Yellowknives Dene by background 
and a political science professor from the University of 
Victoria and the University of B.C., was the speaker. 


Reading the outline of the talk, I mused, “...yikes, what 
on earth does this English Gobble-de-gook mean?” 


The outline stated: “Place Against Empire: Primitive 
Accumulation, Settler Colonialism, and the (Un) 
Occupy Movement” along with Marx’s theory of 
“primitive accumulation.” 


Acting on the strength of past experiences, where 
native peoples have never let me down regarding 
being able understand what they are saying, I dutifully 
went out to their wonderful Centre to hear this learned 
professor speak. 


Ahhh, I relax. The Native version of the topic is “Do 
you know who made your moccasins?” 


I enter the wonderful building, through the traditional 
eastern facing entrance, between the stately 

— “Friendship Totem 
Poles.” Running late, 
I creep up into one of 
the few seats left at 
the top of the rising 
staircase. I note the 
symbolic fireplace and 
the youngish looking 
professor, Glen 
Coulthard, who is 
already discussing his 
very academic, but 


Teacher’s Strike: The 


In my opinion, Victoria’s CFAX Radio Station - owned 
by Corporate Giant Bell Media - is not accurately 
representing the ‘facts’ of the ongoing Union 

- Government fight and the impacts on Public 
Education. And by not telling people ‘the whole truth’, 
the media are making sure that the public is not fully 
informed about what is going on. And Democracy 
cannot work if the public is not fully informed. 


THE DEFICIT WAS CAUSED BY TAX CUTS: 


The Government’s Argument is based on ‘no money’. 
There is A Deficit. There is no money for Public 
Education. But in fact, the deficit was caused by Tax 
Cuts - NO TAX CUTS, NO DEFICIT. So there 
SHOULD BE money, but the government has given it 
- Billions of Dollars - to the Biggest Corporations and 
Richest People in the province. 


So the REAL story is: 


THE PUBLIC SECTOR, INCLUDING HEALTH 
AND SCHOOLS, MUST BE CUT SO THE 
ALREADY RICHEST CAN GET MORE TAX CUTS. 


In British Columbia, the tax cuts put in place by the 
Liberal government over the past 10 years are now 





by Jennifer Hastie 
quite understandable theory. 


I am surprised to see that the audience is extremely 
quiet, in spite of the fact that there are a few babies 
and preschoolers there, along with students, of all 
ages, sizes and levels of sophistication. Imagine that, 
on a Friday afternoon! 


Basically, Dr. Coulthard, says: Marxism and our present 
situation “helps” somewhat in understanding First 
Nations plight, but the theory needs “transforming.” 
Marx based his theories on the belief that “some 
cultures have no history,” and on the assumption that 
mankind needs to take the land from the “owners” and 
give it back to the people. Of course, out here in most 
of B.C., the land was never owned by individual people. 
The people believed that we are all guests on the land. 
The land is there for everyone to use and respect. 


Dr. Coulthard also says that political struggles are 
always around the land question. 


He points out that the Occupy Movement, initially 
looked good; however, its refusal to create hierarchies 
for decision making has not worked for indigenous 
peoples. First Nations resent the idea of “re-occupy- 
ing land that has been formerly occupied.” 


Dr. Coulthard concludes that First Nations must align 
themselves with the Occupy Movement; it’s the 
“modern way;” however, it must not be done in an 
adversarial way. “Indigenous peoples can create a 
rich perspective on society’s problems today.” 


As I go out the door, I see a youngish First Nations 
person who is receptive to talking with me. She’s a 
Kwagiulth who makes moccasins to supplement her 
university expenses. I am impressed with her 
resourcefulness, she is already taking responsibility 
for earning her own way in life. 


Jennifer is a healthy, active senior who enjoys writing. 


Real Story 


by Jack Etkin 





costing the provincial treasury $6 Billion a year. 
Without the Tax Cuts, there would be no deficit, there 
would be a very large surplus. There would be Billions 
for Health Care and for Seniors. Money for Public 
Transit and Public Education and other things we need 
including helping those living in poverty. 


We are talking about SIX BILLION DOLLARS A 
YEAR of extra revenue if we went back to the tax 
situation of 2001. 


Corporate Canada has almost total control over what 
people see and hear and read in virtually all of the 
nation’s television stations, radio stations, 
newspapers, and more. 


The underlying problems are that we don’t have a free 
press, and we don’t have much democracy left either. 
So let’s recognize these problems, face our Corporate 
Enemies, take them on, beat them, and try to create 
the free press and more democratic nation that we so 
desperately need if we want to be able to move ahead. 


Jack Etkin produces community programming for ICTV, 
(which airs weekends on SHAW TV), and publishes The 
Bridge newspaper. 


raskjhothead 


continued from page 5 


Many years later my dear friend Carol 
Romanow, living in the DTES, highly 
recommended a respected elder named 
Harriet Nahanee, who was an out 
‘residential school survivor.’ Carol had 
the utmost respect for Harriet. The 
moment I met her I felt the same, her 
presence inspired me to do better. I was 
one year on disability and a radical 
activist organizing on behalf of ‘disability 
recipients’ under attack by the Campbell 
Government, she was bang on! She 
spoke in her language, said old prayers 
from her own people and prayed in her 
own tongue. I felt such an honor to have 
her presence at this rally/protest which 
was a fight I led and put out a call for 
regarding the disability review and COPE 
City Councillors with a short march and 
cops jacking us up even! The City of 
Vancouver supported our cause against 
the Provincial Government, in theory and 
on paper anyways. 


Harriet died after contracting pneumonia 
when she was in prison after protesting 
the destruction of the Eagleridge Bluffs to 
make way for the Olympic Highway to 
Whistler. To this day she inspires many 
of us to keep moving, even when we want 
to stop. 


The art show we did within one year was 
called “Ripping It Up,” our group of 13 
artists including another mentor of mine 
Lizard Jones, called ourselves The 
Window Pain Group. We may still be on 
the Internet. 


In closing, I am a survivor of child sexual 
abuse and child poverty. My mom was a 
single mom and she did the best job she 
could have, given her community and 
family abandonment. As an activist I'd 
like to end this article, never an easy job 
with such a topic, with a facebook post 
thread. I had written: 


‘for the many peeps reading: those who 
are not from poverty, how many of you 
have, in your inner tight circle, a friend 
who is living in poverty now, has been on 
the street or is now. really. diversity, its 
really bout vulnerability with what ever 
or who ever “other” is. we maybe need to 
all step away from our ‘safe zone’, what 
ever it is. we also need to be reflected and 
seen and understood. so tricky, we are 
way more patronizing then patient, that is 
for sure. one thing for sure about me, i 
have always been able to sniff out a 
power trip, always! peeps hate that about 
me if they are power trippers. i am for 
sure one of those “don’t play me, i am 
NOT a violin” kinda person.’ 


One friend responded with: 


“its hard to be reflected and seen and 
understood when members of the elite 
society cannot even acknowledge our 
existence, for we are nothing but a black 
hole of the sidewalk of their lives.” 


Thanks friend, and thank you for reading 
this. I appreciate your feedback and 
remember, I am kinda socially inept, 
happily but still, its kinda awkward for 
me out there more and more. So, be brave 
and come and say hi. 


Kym Hothead is a visitor on Lekwungen 
Territory, from Winnipeg Red River 
Cree Territory. Kym blogs at web.resist. 
cal %7Easkhothead/blog. 
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Site C’s Can of Electric Worms| Why Supply the Excessive Demand? 


by Don Startin 


In mid February the final joint agreement and terms of 
reference for the joint federal/provincial assessment were 
announced and signed by the federal and provincial 
environment ministers. Submissions by stakeholders were 
largely ignored. We get a distinct impression that the whole 
process is a greenwash. 


As we know the “Lieberal” premier has already said she needs 
the output from Site C Dam to fuel a natural gas liquification 
plant at Kitimat. The Peace Valley Environment Association 
and The Treaty Eight First Nations both expressed ‘disap- 
pointment,’ which in non parliamentary language means 
outright disgust and disdain. Remember,whether or not the 
commission approves an energy project, it is the premier and 
or the minister of energy who sign the final announcement. We 
expect details of the nuts and bolts of how and where the 
public can raise their concerns to be announced soon. 


At this time the media is full of news and discussion about the 
supply of energy in general, where, of course, the biggest 
oxymoron is that B.C. likes to make out it’s squeaky green 
while exporting vast quantities of coal, the worst contributor to 
global warming. The Clark Lieberals are also hoping to export 
large amounts of liquified natural gas (L.N.G.) through Kitimat. 
This gas is produced by fracking, and Clark is counting on 
much needed royalties from it, along with income tax on wages 
and profits. The fact that fracking pollutes the groundwater and 
the air and should be banned does not concern her. 


The other drawback to L.N.G. is that one plant can use the entire 
output of the Site C Dam. So, since three plants are projected for 
Kitimat, we understand one and a half can be supplied from 
existing capacity, and one by Site C, leaving a half in limbo. An 
impeccable source close to B.C. Hydro is prepared to bet that 
our ecocidal governments will allow their cronies at Alcan to 
complete Kemano Two thus jeopardizing the salmon runs on the 
Fraser. Alcan would love it. They can make more money 
peddling electricity than aluminum. The propaganda put out 
about how many homes Site C can supply is merely spin. 


Another problem facing B.C., and here we must commiserate 
with the Government and Hydro, is that hydroelectric and 
wind power tend to be in good supply during freshet and parts 
of the winter, but in poor supply during very hot and extra 
cold weather. There is talk of building a natural gas fired 
power station to provide backup. BUT do you remember the 
environmental hue and cry when the N.D.P. wanted to build 
one on Vancouver Island? 


More trouble! Hydro used to be a hugely profitable enterprise, 
but it would appear that after the dam building spree of the 
sixties not enough money was set aside for depreciation of the 
generating capacity. So, now that stuff is wearing out they 
have to raise the rates to upgrade it. Socreds, N.D.P.ers, and 
Lieberals all used Hydro as a cash cow. 


Over the years the demand for electricity grew. Faced with the 
need to build new generating capacity Hydro has borrowed 
billions of dollars and put off paying it back by setting up the 
now infamous ‘deferred capital depreciation accounts.’ This 
Enronesque shell game allows it to go on shovelling out money 
to the government, in a form of indirect taxation, and pay 
obscene bonuses to the top brass many of whom likely worked 
for Anderson Accounting in Enron’s hayday, and now partially 
run Hydro. Makes one want to puke, and or occupy the world. 


When the late and unlamented Godfather Campbell was 
running the Belleville Mafia he set up a beautiful squeaky 
green energy policy. B.C. got a revenue neutral carbon tax, 
and was to become self sufficient in carbon free electrical 
power with some left over for export to the power hungry 
Californians. This was to be achieved by having his capitalist 
cronies build ecologically destructive hydro generating plants, 
and legislate Hydro into buying their power at uneconomical 
prices, protected by long term contracts. Hydro, a.k.a the 
domestic users of electricity, will pick up the tab for the 
foreseeable future. For this and other atrocities he perpetrated 
he was appointed High Commissioner to the U.K. Lieberal 
toady, Neufeld, his energy minister, who actually let the cat 
out of the bag that we weren’t paying enough for power and 
did nothing about it, got a senate seat. 

Don Startin is an activist and gardener, an ex-military man who has 
done many things since leaving the army. Don currently lives a life 
of simplicity with his wife in Victoria, B.C. 


by Ken Boon 


How can we justify wasting 
vast amounts of electricity to 
cool natural gas so we can 
ship it overseas as liquid 
natural gas? What will the 
earth gain from this exercise? 
There will be a huge net loss 
of energy only for the pursuit 
of short term jobs and money 
(debatable). The environmen- 
tal damage BC will suffer in 
order to produce the electricity 
required is staggering, no 
matter where it comes from. 


The BC Hydro Power Smart 
Program has been trying to 
encourage the people of this 
province to conserve 
electricity, and now this? 


In Christy Clark’s own words, 
the one big LNG plant alone 
would require 100% of the 
proposed Site C dam and there 
are three or four plants 
planned. All this extra required 
electricity will essentially be 


wasted. The further 
accelerated rate of shale gas 
extraction from northeast BC 
to feed this monster is also 
extremely harmful. The 
potential increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
BC is enormous. 


Where do the words ‘clean, 
green, moral, grandchildren 
and sustainable’ fit into any of 
this? Does future energy 
security not matter at all? 
This scheme moves up the 
date that we need to import 
natural gas as a nation. 


Our government has described 
this as a ‘foot race’ against the 
competition to supply this 
market. Seems to me, Forest 
Gump was good at foot races, 
but did not put much thought 
into where he was going or 
why. 


Ken Boon lives in Fort St John. 





Review: War Horse 


by Diana Smardon 


This is a must 
see movie. It 
is a genuine, 
sincere, sweet 
film touching 
your heart and 
soul set in 
pre-WWI 
times. It'll 
have you 
bawling in the 
aisles with its 
humanity and 
heartfelt 
emotion. 


The story is 
about a young 
lad from a 
small village — 
in Dartmoor, England who trains a young 
thoroughbred horse his father buys at a local village 
auction. Horses were used in military campaigns up 
to The Great War (WWI 1914-1918) to haul 
equipment, men and supplies to the front. They 
were invaluable since conflicts could not be carried 
on without them. Most warfare at this time was 
based on the sheer brute strength of men and 
animals who physically transported all war material. 





This film concentrates on the events and adventures 
that occurred to this young lad’s horse who was 
taken from him and conscripted into the army. The 


a horse “Joey” develops a friendship with another 


s military horse and many adventures ensue. 





It’s Time to Disband NATO 


By Gerry Masuda 


NATO was created after World 
War II. It was designed as a 
geographic defensive alliance 
but has transformed into an 
international bully, militarily 
imposing itself in the internal 
affairs of nations as Libya 
under US direction and 
control. NATO is also rapidly 
expanding, apparently 
planning to incorporate former 
USSR republics, African and 
Asian nations. 


It is time to disband NATO. 


With the example of the 
Occupy Movement, the UN 
General Assembly could be 
transformed into a truly 
democratic international 
forum which it was designed 
to be. The UN could assume 
responsibility for peacekeep- 
ing in those countries where 
dissidents are trying to 
overthrow the government as 
in Syria and Iran. 


Targeted countries would have 


a choice. Accept UN 
peacekeepers or destruction by 
the US/NATO. 


Rather than using modern 
weapons to systematically 
destroys the targeted country’s 
infrastructure and cause many 
civilian casualties to create 
regime change, peacekeepers 
could be used to impose/ 
maintain peace. These 
peacekeepers could come 
from Third World countries 
armed with small arms and 
their ‘Blue Beret.’ 


These peacekeeping operations 
will be paid for by assessments 
on UN member nations. 


This could be a simple, low 
cost, low casualty solution 
which does not cause material 
damage. 


It is only if peacekeeping does 
not work that armed 
intervention be considered. 


Gerry Masuda lives in Duncan. 





This is a totally anti war film in the genre of 
“Passchendaele” with Canadian director and actor, 
Paul Gross. It realistically shows the horrors of 
combat in the bleak and barren “no man’s land” 
without the “For King and Country” phony 
propaganda sentiment and romanticism. 


The men on both sides, the British and Germans, 
stationed in France, were not interested in fighting 
on foreign or national soil. They were forced to do 
so because their leaders and arms dealers were and 
are still making their “morally insane” filthy lucre 
on tanks, and armaments for the big defense 
companies like Krupps, for example. Does this 
sound familiar (Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran etc)? 


War Horse demonstrated that all soldiers are the 
same. They were and are fathers, uncles, cousins, 
and children sent to war on both sides to make the 
“morally insane” rich, richer. This film shows the 
humanity of the reluctant peace loving soldiers (the 
99%) who are forced to commit inhuman and 
immoral acts against their fellow human beings by 
the powers that be (the 1 %). 


The equine cavalry recruit “Joey” goes through all 
the anguish of war that the men experience. 
Millions of horses and men were killed in WWI and 
previous military campaigns since the dawn of time. 


In summary, this is a touching, heart felt story 
about how a young country lad and his horse were 
reunited after the war when the lad was later 
conscripted into the army. This movie is cinematic 
and acting brilliance at its finest and should be 
nominated for the Oscars it deserves. It is totally 
the most underrated film of the year. It will have 
you sobbing in the aisles and cheering at the same 
time. It is a brilliantly executed film which 
undoubtedly will become a classic in it own time. 


War Horse will be released on Blu-ray and DVD on 
April 3rd, 2012. Please beg, borrow, or steal a copy 
immediately, if not sooner! Happy Viewing! 


Diana is a member of the Committee to End 
Homelessness, Council of Canadians, Greenpeace, and 
Amnesty International. She’s a former mayoral candidate, 
HEU shop steward, and documentary filmmaker 
(Greenpeace, 1977). Diana has been published in the 
James Bay Beacon and Lower Island News. 
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Some Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB standrewscathedral.com 250-884-4459 
740 View St. V8W 1J8, Family friendly breakfast Mon-Fri, 8-10 am. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY www.anawimhouse.com 250-382-0283 
973 Caledonia Street V8T 1E7, 19+, laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited 
housing spaces. Arrive by 11 am for lunch M-Sat; 2 pm for dinner Weds & Fris. 


BURNSIDE GORGE COMMUNITY CENTRE www.burnsidegorge.ca 250.388.5251 
471 Cecelia Rd. V8T 414, Family friendly lunch Mon 12 pm; Dinner Thurs 5 pm 


BEACON BUS 
Blanshard Community Centre, 910 Kings Rd. Family friendly Friday dinner @ 5 pm 


BLANSHARD COMMUNITY CENTRE www.blanshardcc.com 250-388-7696 
901 Kings Rd. V8T 1W5, Family friendly Thursday lunch at noon ($3 adult, $1 child) 


CARTS www.cartsvictoria.ca 
Starts @ Queens Manor, to Centennial Square Sundays 4:30-6:30, snacks & hot choc. 


FIRST MET CHURCH firstmetvictoriaccom (250) 388.5188 
932 Balmoral, V8T 1A8, Friday before cheque issue dinner @ 5:00 (not in July, Aug, Dec) 


FOOD NOT BOMBS A collectively run food kitchen 250-383-5144, ext 1940 
Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) Family friendly vegetarian Sundays, 3:30ish 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL CENTRE  jamesbaycentre.ca 250-389-1470 
140 Oswego St, V8V 2B1 Seniors dinners Tues & Thurs @ 5 pm, Family Friendly 
Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month. Purchase Tics in advance. 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 250-953-1575 
625 Queens Ave, V8T 1L9, Family friendly lunch Sat 11 am; Dinner Fri & Sat 7 pm; 
2nd & 3rd Sunday dinner @ 5 pm, registration req'd. 


OUR PLACE ourplacesociety.com 250-388-7112 
919 Pandora Ave V8V 3P4. 19+ drop in centre w/computer room, special projects. 
Open Mon to Fri7 AM - 5 PM. Breakfast 7-8 AM; Lunch 11:30-12:30; Dinner 4-5 PM 


PEERS www.peers.bc.ca 250-388-5325 
1-744 Fairview Rd Esquimalt. Past/present sex workers only. Lunch 12-1 pm MF 


RAINBOW KITCHEN www.rainbowkitchen.ca 250-384-2069 
500 Admirals Rd. Esquimalt, V9A 2N4. 


ROCK BAY LANDING (formerly Street Link) ©www.coolaid.org 250-383-1951 
535 Ellice St. Tics @ 3:30, Dinner @ 4:00 pm Saturdays, 50 meals for non-residents 


SALVATION ARMY — www.salvationarmycfs.com/index.php/general/34-saarc 
525 Johnson St. V8W 1M2 250-384-3396 Family friendly, $2 Breakfast 8-9 am M-F; 
$3 Lunch 11:45-12:30 M-F, Sun; $4 Dinner 5-5:45 M-F. 


SAANICH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLACE 3 wwwa.saanichneighbourhoodplace.com 250-360-1148 
3100 Tillicum Rd. V9A 6T2 4th Weds, family friendly dinner @ 6 pm, registration req'd 


SANCTUARY YOUTH CENTRE ~=wwwssanctuaryyouth.org 250-385-625-5767 
Humboldt V8W 3G6, 19 and under dinner Fridays @ 4 pm 


SANDY MERRIMAN HOUSE www.coolaid.org (250) 480-1408 
809 Burdett Ave, V8W1B3, Women only, Mon-Sun, Lunch 11:30 am - 4 pm 


TAILGATE GRILL 
Wharf St. Whale Wall, Family friendly burgers Sundays @3 pm 


VICTORIA MIRACLE CENTRE miraclecentre.org 250-370-1974 
2033 Belmont V8R-3Z7, Family friendly, Dinner Thursday at 4:45 


VICTORIA YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SOCIETY www.vyes.ca 
533 Yates St, Youth (13-19) only, M-Th, Dinner 5 pm; Snack 8 pm 


(250) 383-3514 


Family Friendly Breakfast Club 
First Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8:30 am 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew’s Hall, 8:15 am 


Sidney Soup Social Community Lunch 
Family friendly, 11:30-1:00 pm; free or by donation 


Tuesday: St. Elizabeth's Church - 10030 Third St. 
Wednesday: St. Andrew's Church - 9691 Fourth St. 
Thursday: St. Elizabeth’s Church - 10030 Third St. 
Saturday: Peace Lutheran - 2295 Weiler Ave. 


Meals in Sooke 


Mon & Wed: Breakfast 7:30-9 am, 

Sooke Baptist Church - 7110 West Coast Rd. 
Fridays: Lunch 11:30-1 pm, 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church - 1952 Murray Rd. 


Mon, Tues, Thurs: Low-cost lunch for seniors 11 am 
6689 Sooke Rd. 


For more information visit www.solvehomelessness.ca 


street muzings 


Taking the Fall - 
Chapter One : 
Life on the Streets 


archives & more at relativenewz.ca 


A documentary by filmmaker kym a. hines, 
aka kym hothead, from the streets hirself. 


Please join us! 


March 31, 2012 
Vic Theatre: 808 Douglas Street, 


6 pm community meal; 6:30 pm film 


ABO 
VEGAN ,; 
Bake Sale. 





On Saturday, March 03, Together Against 
Poverty Society (TAPS), UVIC’s Faculty of 
Law, and Social Justice Studies co-hosted a 
conference entitled Social Justice and the Law. 
The conference was a great opportunity to 
explore how and if the law can be used to further 
social and environmental justice in our world. 


The official opening for the conference came 
from Greg Sam, an elder with the Tsartlip First 
Nation, who really set the stage and the context 
for the exploration we were about to begin. 


His opening was followed by the keynote 
speaker David Eby, Executive Director of the 
BC Civil Liberties Society. David’s 
presentation was truly a highlight of the day as 
he gave participants an in depth look at the legal 
challenges and deep rooted systemic injustices 
that people in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside 
have been facing in regards to the Missing 
Women case and the current inquiry. 


The first panel of the day was focused on 
Indigenous issues and the Law and featured 
Rose Henry, Val Napoleon and Shane 
Johnson. The information shared during this 
panel really shed some light on a variety of 
different interactions between indigenous 


HOME IS A BEAUTIFUL WORD 


After over a year of interviews with 
citizens in our community, this workshop 
reading is a first look at the Belfry’s 
“Homeless Project.” 


Home Is A 
Beautiful Word 
examines this 
complex 
hot-button 
issue, using 
only words 
spoken by “real 
people” in all 
walks of life. 
We’ ll be 
holding a 
talkback after each reading. Stick around 
and tell us what you think about the piece 
and about the issue of homelessness. 


March 20 at 7 pm and March 24 at 4 pm at 
the Belfry Theatre. Free admission. 


For more information - www.sparkfestival.ca 


Social Justice and the Law Conference 


Saturday, Apr 28th 
@ Sarahs Place, 
533 Pandora 





























by Kelly Newhook 


people and the justice system in BC. 


The topic of the second panel was Legal Aid 
and the Importance of Legal Advocacy. The 
panelists all made it clear that the ongoing 
cuts to legal aid has increased the level of 
injustice and inequality in this province, 
while making legal advocacy, such as what 
TAPS provides, all the more important. 


The panel on Environmental Justice and the 
Law began right after lunch and the 
information shared by the panelists provided 
a lot of food for thought and a very lively 
question period. 


The last panel of the day was Poverty Law 
and the Criminalization of the Poor. The 
information provided during this panel really 
opened people’s eyes to some of the struggles 
faced by those living in poverty in our 
communities. Overall, the conference was a 
great way to learn a little bit about a lot of 
different topics in one day. It was also a great 
reminder about how much influence the law 
(and law-makers) have on our lives and 
communities. 


Kelly Newhook is the Executive Director at the 
Together Against Poverty Society. 


HEET 


|- Ua 


the Street Newz Vendor. team 


Want to earn some $$ and promote independent media? 





Contact John at 
250-886-5863 or 
visit his “office” near 
Fort on Douglas St. 





Bernie Bob Craig Doug Evelyn 


Beacon Hill Gov't St. London Drugs Fort St. Cook St. Village 





Ken Rose Richard Steve Shirley Trish 


Douglas @ Yates Gov't St. Fort St. Blanshard St. James Bay Thrifty’s London Drugs 


Where Yur S889 Goes EEn 


media. May money 
Vendors pay 50 from the sale of this 
cents for each newspaper be used 


for peace, and pass 
Street Newz. through healing hands. 


Whatever you 


give them is Eg 
theirs to keep. Vancity 
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